PREFACE
book does not attempt to carry out more than its title implies, it is an introduction only to the literature of the period, showing m the Bibliography where material for further study may be found
A history of literature is (or should be) a history of literature not of social conditions, nor of science or philosophy3 it is an account, rather, of the changes in form and content of works to which the name of art, in one respect, or another, can be given But the form is dependent on, a function of, the content, and the content is not merely what the work is "about", but also the mind of the man who wrote it In an introduction to a phase of literature, therefore, we are concerned to follow the changes in content, in social conditions, and in philosophy, keeping in mind, however, that the object of our studies is the understanding and enjoyment of books as literature, and not as social documents
The authors of this book would wish to acknowledge their debts to those who have been kind enough to help them, to Professor R M Hewitt for reading the manuscript, for making several corrections, and for a number of valuable suggestions to Mr W R Childe for some suggestions to Miss F S Leontmofffor helping to organise the philosophic section of the Bibliography, and to Professor J W Harvey for writing the more considerable notes in that section and to Miss I D Thornley for help in organising the historical section None of them, however, are to be held responsible for any errors
It may be added that though one of the collaborators is mainly responsible for the Introduction, and the other for the Bibliography and its comments, there has been a good deal of mutual interference It might prove an amusing exercise in critical discernment to endeavour to distinguish the two hands
E.CB.
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